
Student Indemnity Update for GP Teachers 

 

Colleagues will be aware of the major changes to how the work of the GP is indemnified against claims 

for negligence. Since April 2019 GPs are covered by the “Clinical Negligence Scheme for General 

Practice” which covers the professional against claims arising during NHS practice.  

 

We have received queries regarding where GPs stand in relation to the unlikely event of negligent acts 

by students on placement in Primary Care. This liability now also rests with CNSGP. Here is an extract 

from a statement from CNSGP confirming this state of affairs.  

 

You will be covered under CNSGP in your role as a GP educator. The scheme will cover any 

activity that consists of, or is in connection with, the provision of NHS services (primary 

medical services under a GMS, PMS or APMS contract or subcontract). This would include 

clinical supervision of GP trainees. If a clinical negligence claim were to be brought in 

connection with the diagnosis, care or treatment of a patient, undertaken by a GP trainee 

under your supervision as a GP educator within an NHS setting, then both you and the GP 

trainee will be indemnified under CNSGP. 

 

We have had clarification that the cover for GP Trainees also extends to medial students. Note that 

cover is limited to NHS services only – which should cover all normal teaching activity. Cover is 

dependent upon adequate supervision, including making sure the student has a named GP supervisor 

at all times (including when delegating training to other team members). 

 

You have no obligation to inform CNSGP of your teaching activity. Some MDOs have recently been 

asking GPs to declare teaching work. There is no need to respond to such requests.  

 

We recommend our students take up free student membership with one of the MDOs. This would 

provide them with some useful services including legal representation in the event of a claim, but such 

membership has never included indemnity provision.  

 

It is worth mentioning that a negligence claim against a medical student is extremely unlikely to occur 

as we have not been able to identify a single historical case in the UK.  

 

It is advised that you have a learning agreement between student and the practice, setting out the 

responsibility of each party, this can include data protection, confidentiality and other individual 

practice specifics you may wish to include. There is a sample document that you can use for this 

titled General Practice:  

 

Medical Student Undertaking 2020-21.pdf (bristol.ac.uk) 

 

The CAPC Teaching Team.  
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https://www.bristol.ac.uk/media-library/sites/primaryhealthcare/documents/teaching/policy-documents/Medical%20Student%20Undertaking%202020-21.pdf

